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A Brand-New 5-Book Miniseries
Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny Alden are 

on a secret mission that takes them around the world!

What to Expect from This Series:
• The same wholesome characters and themes of family, friendship, and kindness as found in 

the original Boxcar Children mysteries 

• Modern-day settings, world travel, and classic Alden adventures
• Easy-to-read chapter books, the perfect next step for fans of the Magic Tree House series

When Violet finds a turtle statue that nobody’s 
seen before in an old trunk at home, the children 
are on the case! The clue turns out to be an 
invitation to the Reddimus Society, a secret guild 
dedicated to returning lost treasures to where 
they belong.

Now the Aldens must take the statues and 
seven mysterious boxes across the country to 
deliver them safely—and keep them out of the 
hands of the Reddimus Society’s enemies. It’s 
just the beginning of the Boxcar Children’s most 
amazing adventure yet!

HARDCOVER
$12.99 
Jacketed Hardcover with Emboss 
5.5 x 8

PAPERBACK 
$6.99 
Paperback with Emboss 
5.25 x 7.625

Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 
144–160 pages 
Black-and-white interior illustrations 
Ebook available 
Territory: World

Journey on 
a Runaway Train
HC 978-0-8075-0695-0 
PB 978-0-8075-0696-7 
February 1, 2017

The Clue in the 
Papyrus Scroll
HC 978-0-8075-0698-1 
PB 978-0-8075-0699-8  
April 1, 2017

The Detour of 
the Elephants
HC 978-0-8075-0684-4 
PB 978-0-8075-0685-1 
June 1, 2017

The Boxcar Children Great Adventure 5-Book Set
978-0-8075-0693-6 • $34.95 • November 1, 2017

The Shackleton 
Sabotage
HC 978-0-8075-0687-5 
PB 978-0-8075-0688-2 
August 1, 2017

The Khipu and 
the Final Key
HC 978-0-8075-0681-3 
PB 978-0-8075-0682-0 
October 1, 2017
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The Boxcar Children 
Fully Illustrated Edition
by GERTRUDE CHANDLER WARNER 
illustrated by ANNE YVONNE GILBERT 
and GRETCHEN ELLEN POWERS

978-0-8075-0925-8 
$34.99 
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 
November 1, 2017

9 x 11, 160 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed 
Hardcover with Foil 
Territory: World

Since its initial publication in 1942, the classic 
story of the Alden children—four orphaned 
siblings who find an abandoned boxcar in the 
forest and decide to make it their home—has 
captivated many generations of readers. Timed 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of The 

Boxcar Children, Gertrude Chandler Warner’s 
timeless novel, this fully illustrated edition 
features all-new full-color artwork as well as 
an afterword about the author, the history of 
the book, and the Boxcar Children legacy. This 
gift-worthy volume is sure to be treasured by 
first-time readers and longtime fans alike.

What to Expect:
• A beautifully illustrated and oversized edition 

of the book that started a 75-year legacy
• Full-color illustrations lend a fresh but 

timeless take to this beloved classic
• Bonus information, including the story of 

Gertrude Chandler Warner and the history of 
The Boxcar Children, makes this a perfect 
gift for fans and collectors
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ANNE YVONNE GILBERT is an artist and illustrator 
whose work runs the gamut from children’s books 
and postage stamps for the Royal Mail to posters 
and record sleeves. Her children’s book contributions 
include illustrations for the Ology series, and her 
original artwork is held in many private collections, 
including those of Arnold Schwarzenegger and the 
late HRH Princess Margaret.

GRETCHEN ELLEN POWERS is an artist, illustrator, 
curious heart and avid pencil user, residing among 
the tall trees of Michigan. She loves to bring her 
illustrated creations to life, and her characters soon 
become her dear friends. It is her greatest hope to 
tell a story through her brush.

GERTRUDE CHANDLER WARNER was born in 
1890 in Putnam, Connecticut, where she went on to 
teach school and write. She was inspired to create 
The Boxcar Children because she often imagined 
how delightful it would be to live in a caboose or 
freight car. Encouraged by the first book’s success, 
she went on to write eighteen more stories about 
the Alden children, creating the foundation for one 
of most beloved children’s book series. 
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See page 120 for answers.
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Handyman SearchCan you find the tools in the puzzle below?  
Words can be written up and down, 

left to right, and diagonal.chisel      clamp      drill      hammer      handsaw      level      
mallet      plane      pliers      sandpaper      screwdriver      

square      tape measure       wood file      wrench

Packing PuzzleThe Boxcar Children are going camping!  

There are four items left to pack. To make the last  

items fit they need to go into the right bags. Can you 

figure out which item needs to go into each Alden’s bag?
(Hint: Use the table to help you keep track of the 

combinations. When you eliminate a possibility 

mark an X. When you know a match, mark an O.)• Jessie’s pack has less space than Henry’s.
• Benny’s pack has more space than Jessie’s.

• Violet’s pack has more space than Henry’s.
• Benny’s pack has less space than Henry’s.

Jessie

Henry

Tent Lantern Pair ofSocks PocketKnife

Benny

Violet

S A E S A N D P A P E R

T Y R E O A N L N Y R S

M A L L E T F I N D A R

H T P A P L S E O R N V

L E V E L J P R U I W L

H O E M M N L S I L O M

N A T U H E A Y P L O G

Y B M E P L A N E D D J

L C P M Y C H S T T F W

L H H D E I A E U M I E

S I S M C R N E G R L Y

Q S C R E W D R I V E R

U E O L E T S P B N A H

A L L B A R A L T M D S

R V E R Y M W R E N C H

E P R F D V P M L S D R

The Boxcar Children 
20-Book Boxed Set

The Creepy Clues Special
created by GERTRUDE CHANDLER WARNER 
illustrated by CHARLES TANG, ROBERT PAPP, 
and ANTHONY VANARSDALE

The Boxcar Children Mysteries 
Boxed Set #9–12

978-0-8075-0847-3
$132.81 
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 
September 1, 2017
20.125 x 10.5 x 6 
Boxed Set 
Territory: World

Generations of kids have enjoyed the adventures of Henry, Jessie, 
Violet, and Benny Alden—The Boxcar Children. Gertrude Chandler 
Warner wrote the first 19 stories, but there are now more than 140 
titles in The Boxcar Children mysteries series.

The deluxe Boxcar bookcase contains all nineteen Boxcar Children 
mysteries written by Gertrude Chandler Warner, The Boxcar Children 

Sleuth and Solve Activity Book, a sticker sheet, and a magnifying 
glass. The bookcase is complete with magnetic doors and removable 
compartments, allowing it to expand to hold up to 50 books.

Includes:
• The original 19 Boxcar Children mysteries
• Exclusive Boxcar Children Sleuth and Solve 

Activity Book with quizzes, puzzles, crafts, games, and more
• Deluxe keepsake case with magnetic doors and removable compartments 

fit up to 50 Boxcar Children mysteries, as well as top-secret clues and notes
• Sticker sheet with 116 stickers
• Magnifying glass

978-0-8075-2848-8 
$9.99 
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 
September 1, 2017

5.25 x 7.625, 336 pages 
Black-and-White 
Paperback 
Territory: World

978-0-8075-0840-4 
$24.99 
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 
September 1, 2017

5.31 x 7.71 x 1.7 
Boxed Set 
Territory: World

Wherever the Boxcar Children go, mysteries are bound to 
show up! The Aldens investigate three eerie adventures that 
are perfect for Halloween:

The Mystery of the Stolen Sword (#67) When the kids visit an 
apple orchard they must figure out if someone is stealing the 
owner’s antiques or if it’s a ghost coming to reclaim what’s his.

The Vampire Mystery (#120) A local author’s vampire stories 
seem to be coming to life, and the Aldens must figure out 
who or what is haunting the local graveyard.

Hidden in the Haunted School (#144) The kids seek to 
explain the strange events that are driving volunteers away 
as they clean up an old abandoned school.

The paperback editions 
of The Boxcar Children 
Mysteries: Mountain  
Top Mystery, 
Schoolhouse Mystery, 
Caboose Mystery, 
Houseboat Mystery  
are offered together  
in a cardstock case. Boxed Set #1–4

978-0-8075-0854-1 
$24.99

Boxed Set #5–8
978-0-8075-0857-2 
$24.99

MORE LIKE THIS
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Illustration by Bistra Masseva 
from Elephants Walk Together 
See page 8 for more information.

Picture 
Books Love isn’t just for the cute, the sweet, and the 

cuddly. Whether you’re awkward as a baby 
ostrich, prickly as a tiny porcupine, or drool like 
a pug puppy, someone loves you no matter 
what! This new story from the team that 
created Next To You features an irresistible 
array of adorably stinky, grouchy, burpy, and 
warty animals that readers can’t help but love.

What to Expect:
• A playful exploration of what it means to 

love unconditionally
• Charming and clever illustrations of baby 

animals 
• Fresh take on the “love you always” genre 

that is perfect for baby showers, Valentine’s 
Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and just 
because

Praise for Next to You
“There’s a lot to love between these pages. It’s a book that upsets 
expectations for adults but still manages to be fun for kids. And if 
you happen to want to give it to a new parent, I’m not gonna stop 
you. Not one little bit.”—Betsy Bird, School Library Journal

“A nearly lethal overdose of cuteness”—Kirkus Reviews

“Genuinely heartwarming”—The Horn Book Guide

LORI HASKINS HOURAN is the author of more 
than twenty books for kids, including Next To You, 
How To Spy on a Shark, A Dozen Cousins, and A Trip 
Into Space. She and her family live in Massachusetts.

SYDNEY HANSON started drawing at an early 
age. She is an experienced 2-D and 3-D production 
artist and has worked for Nickelodeon and Disney 
Interactive. She lives in Vancouver.

Warts and All
A Book of Unconditional Love

by LORI HASKINS HOURAN 
illustrated by SYDNEY HANSON

978-0-8075-8658-7 
$15.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
September 1, 2017

8 x 8, 32 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed 
Hardcover with Spot UV 
Territory: World

Next to You: 
A Book of Adorableness
978-0-8075-5600-9
$16.99

picture 
book

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR 
AND ILLUSTRATOR

Common Core themes  
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If you find a yeti under your bed, there’s 
no need to fret! Yetis make the best 
friends...even if they are a bit stinky. 
This hilarious story will show you how 
to feed your yeti (you’ll need a napkin), 
how to give him a bath (add some ice), 
and what to expect if you take him to 
school! There’s a lot to learn about 
yetis, but being friends with one is 
always fun!

What to Expect:
• Modern twist on the classic friends-

with-a-monster story
• Hysterical take on the unique 

challenges and rewards of friendship
• Clever rhyming text makes this a fun 

read-aloud

CLAIRE FREEDMAN has written more than 
a dozen picture books. She lives with her 
husband in England.

CLAUDIA RANUCCI was born in Italy and 
currently lives in Madrid.

Don’t Wake the Yeti!
by CLAIRE FREEDMAN 
illustrated by CLAUDIA RANUCCI

978-0-8025-1690-4 
$17.99 
Ages 4–8 / Grades PreK–3 
September 1, 2017 

10 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color 
Jacketed Hardcover 
Territory: US and Canada

Drat That Fat Cat!
978-0-8075-1713-0
$16.99

Party Croc!
978-0-8075-6320-5
$16.99

The Wolf Who Learned to Be Good
written and illustrated by NATALIA MOORE

978-0-8075-9204-5 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
October 1, 2017

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed 
Hardcover with Spot UV 
Territory: World

NATALIA MOORE studied 
iIllustration while at university,  
which led to her later training as an  
art teacher. She always knew she 
would be an illustrator, a teacher, or  
a princess! Natalia lives in the UK,  
and this is her first book.

Wolf isn’t like the other wolves in his pack. 
Beneath his grisly exterior, he just wants to be 
good! Wolf attempts to be the best wolf he can 
be, but he needs help. Can a sweet little girl 
who crosses his path be just what he needs 
to become a good friend? And can he resist 
gobbling her up before he finds out?

What to Expect:
• Unique approach to the classic theme of 

learning to play well with others
• A fun twist to an often-misunderstood 

storybook character
• Humorous illustrations will keep young readers 

engaged and entertained

What happens when a big,  
bad wolf wants to be good?

Yetis, you know, 
are incredibly rare…

Friends
978-0-8075-2550-0
$16.99

How to Be Friends 
with a Dragon
978-0-8075-3432-8
$16.99

picture 
book

picture 
book

MORE LIKE THIS
MORE LIKE THIS
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978-0-8075-1960-8 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
October 1, 2017

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed Hardcover 
with Matte Lamination 
Territory: World

Elephants Walk Together
by CHERYL LAWTON MALONE 
illustrated by BISTRA MASSEVA

Inspired by true events, the 
story of Precious and Baba 
pays homage to the lifelong 
bond and perseverance shared 
between two young elephants 
captured and sold to a circus. 
After being abruptly plucked 
from the wild, both Precious 
and Baba have no choice but 
to adapt to their new life as 
circus performers. Despite 
the harsh conditions endured 
daily, the two friends remain 
hopeful and lean on each other 
for inner strength. But Precious 
can’t keep up. She struggles to 
perform and is soon taken away 
to live at the zoo. Miles apart, 
they carry on with each day, 
until years later they are joyfully 
reunited at a wildlife sanctuary.

What to Expect:
• Heartfelt animal rescue story 

based on a true account
• Touches on themes of 

friendship and empathy
• Includes back matter on Asian 

elephants

Praise for Dario and the Whale
�”The almost holy wonder of looking into a whale’s eye is 
sublimely captured here in Bulgarian-born Bistra Masseva’s 
beautiful, dramatic spread showing a giant whale’s head 
looming large, with the boy dwarfed on the shore.“ 
—Shelf Awareness starred review

”This moving story delivers an up-close look at a right 
whale calf, told against the breathtaking paintings of sea, 
sky, and beach. Subtle messages about both friendship and 
endangered species flow through the gentle tale.“—Booklist

CHERYL LAWTON MALONE teaches creative writing seminars at 
Lesley University in Boston. She is the author of Dario and the Whale.

BISTRA MASSEVA is a freelance illustrator based in Brighton, UK. 
She attended the Bulgarian Academy of Arts where she studied book 
design, typography, and illustration. She was recently long-listed for 
the 2017 Folio Illustration Award.

Dario and the Whale
978-0-8075-1463-4
$16.99

Did you know the history of 
making maple syrup is older 
than our country? Learn about 
the process through Kelsey 
and her father, who harvest 
sap from sugar maple trees. 
Join their family and friends 
in the sugarhouse to help in 
the process of turning sap into 
maple syrup.

What to Expect:
• Learn about the farm-to-table 

process that turns maple sap 
into maple syrup

• A delightful intergenerational 
story focused on a young girl 
spending time with her dad 
outside

• Includes maple syrup facts 
in the back matter to make 
this perfect for story time in 
classrooms and libraries

978-0-8075-7943-5 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
November 1, 2017 

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed 
Hardcover 
Territory: World

Maple Syrup from the Sugarhouse
by LAURIE LAZZARO KNOWLTON 
illustrated by KATHRYN MITTER

LAURIE LAZZARO KNOWLTON is the author of over thirty-
five books for children. She loves writing surrounded by horses, 
cattle, dogs, cats, and five turkeys. Laurie lives with her husband 
in Ohio.

KATHRYN MITTER enjoys gardening, hiking, and watercolor 
painting, especially painting outdoors. Kathryn has illustrated many 
magazine stories and children’s books. She lives in Missouri.

Applesauce Day
978-0-8075-0392-8
$16.99 

Sugar White Snow 
and Evergreens
978-0-8075-7234-4
$16.99

From Apple Trees 
to Cider, Please!
978-0-8075-6513-1
$16.99

PB&J Hooray!
978-0-8075-6397-7
$16.99
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AND ILLUSTRATOR
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book
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978-0-8075-1128-2 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
January 1, 2018 

8 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color 
Jacketed Hardcover 
Territory: World

Charlie Takes His Shot
How Charlie Sifford Broke 
the Color Barrier in Golf

by NANCY CHURNIN 
illustrated by JOHN JOVEN

Charlie Sifford loved golf, but in the 1950’s 
only white people were allowed to play in the 
Professional Golf Association. Charlie had 
won plenty of black tournaments, but he was 
determined to change the PGA’s rules. He did 
in 1961 and joined the PGA tour, but faced 
discrimination and even threats. But he closed 
his ears to the jeers of the crowd and kept 
playing. In 1967 he won the Greater Hartford 
Open, followed by the Los Angleles Open in 
1969. In addition to becoming the first black 
golfer to win a major PGA tournament, Charlie 
Sifford paved the way for other black golfers 
like Tiger Woods.

What to Expect:
• Biography of an African American golfer who 

challenged the rules and made a difference
• Inspiring story about persistence and working 

to overcome prejudice 
• Nonfiction that aligns with the Common Core

NANCY CHURNIN is the theater critic for the Dallas 
Morning News and author of several picture books. 
She lives in Dallas, Texas, with her husband and their 
four sons. 

JOHN JOVEN has illustrated numerous children’s 
books, magazine, apps, and comic books published 
around the world. He lives in Bogotá, Colombia.
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The William 
Hoy Story 
978-0-8075-9192-5 
$16.99

Touch the Sky 
978-0-8075-8035-6 
$16.99

978-0-8075-7068-5 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
October 1, 2017 

8 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color 
Jacketed Hardcover 
Territory: World

Ride On, Will Cody!
A Legend of the Pony Express

by CAROLINE STARR ROSE 
illustrated by JOE LILLINGTON

CAROLINE STARR ROSE is the author of award-
winning novels May B., Blue Birds, and Over in the 
Wetlands. She lives in New Mexico.

JOE LILLINGTON was born in London and is now 
based in Bristol. He is a graduate from the University 
College Falmouth.

As legend has it, before he was America’s 
most beloved Wild West showman, young Will 
“Buffalo Bill” Cody rode for the Pony Express. 
This lively, lyrical, and action-packed story 
tells of Will’s famous twenty-one hour journey 
through Wyoming, where he rode close to 300 
miles on twenty-one horses! The trip was said 
to be the third-longest ride in Pony Express 
history. Whether truth or myth, Will Cody’s 
account helped ensure that the story of the 
Pony Express lived on.

What to Expect:
• Fun, lyrical read-aloud perfect for active 

story times 
• Vivid artwork captures the natural beauty  

and excitement of the Wild West
• Includes back matter on the legendary Will 

“Buffalo Bill” Cody and the Pony Express

The Original Cowgirl
978-0-8075-2931-7
$16.99

Racing, flying, 
ever riding, 
hurry, hurry on ahead!

Praise for Charlie Takes His Shot 
“I knew Charlie Sifford. I was covering the 
tournament when Charlie won his biggest title, 
the 1969 Los Angeles Open. He did it against 
a strong field that included Arnold Palmer, Lee 
Trevino, Billy Casper, Doug Sanders, and other 
household names. It was quite a moment in golf 
when he sank that 6-foot birdie putt to wrap it 
up. He would experience just as great a thrill 
to see this lovely tribute of a book that Nancy 
Churnin has written and know that it might 
help another hardworking kid fight to achieve a 
dream.”—Dan Jenkins, Sports Illustrated writer 
and member of the World Golf Hall of Fame

picture 
bookpicture 

book

MORE LIKE THISALSO BY THE AUTHORMORE LIKE THIS

Common Core themes  
available on our website

Common Core themes  
available on our website10 11WWW.ALBERTWHITMAN.COM • 800-255-7675      PICTURE BOOKS •• PICTURE BOOKS      WWW.ALBERTWHITMAN.COM • 800-255-7675



Take Care
by MADELYN ROSENBERG 
illustrated by GIULIANA GREGORI

This simple verse story relays that caring 
for to the world is as easy as planting trees, 
tending to flowers, and being nice to animals. 
And being kind to others can be as simple 
as choosing nice words and sharing a smile. 
Because the world belongs to all of us!

What to Expect:
• Sweet and thoughtful story about treating the 

Earth and each other with kindness
• The simple acts are perfect for Earth Day 

tie ins
• Demonstrates specific ways in which young 

readers can perform acts of good will
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978-0-8075-7732-5 
$12.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
January 1, 2018 

8 x 8, 24 pages 
Full-Color 
Jacketed Hardcover 
Territory: World

MADELYN ROSENBERG spent more than a decade 
at a daily newspaper writing stories about colorful, 
real-life characters. These days she enjoys making up 
characters of her own. Madelyn lives in Virginia.

GIULIANA GREGORI holds a master’s degree in 
illustration from Kingston University and a master’s 
degree in children’s book illustration from the 
Cambridge School of Art. She illustrates greeting 
cards and children’s books. Giuliana is based in 
London, England.

Take care of the world 
Of the mountains and trees 
Tend to the world 
All the bumbles and bees

Nobody Knew What to Do
A Story about Bullying

by BECKY RAY MCCAIN 
illustrated by TODD LEONARDO

Straightforward and simple, this story tells 
how one child found the courage to tell a 
teacher about Ray, who was being picked on 
and bullied by other kids in school. “Nobody 
knows what to do” while Ray is bullied, and 
the children sympathetic to him feel fear and 
confusion and can only hope that Ray will “fit 
in some day.” Finally, after Ray misses a day of 
school and the bullies plot for his return, one 
brave student goes to a teacher for help. The 
children then invite Ray to play with them, and, 
with adult help, they stand up to the bully.

What to Expect:
• A helpful tool for an unfortunately familiar 

issue for many kids
• Relatable characters keep the message 

accessible and not didactic

Happy Birthday, Tree!
978-0-8075-3151-8
$15.99

Picture a Tree
978-0-8075-6526-1
$16.99

This Tree Counts!
978-0-8075-7890-2
$16.99

These Bees Count!
978-0-8075-7868-1
$16.99

The Bully 
Blockers Club
978-0-8075-0919-7 
$6.99

978-0-8075-5713-6  
$7.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
November 1, 2017 

8 x 10, 24 pages 
Full-Color Paperback  
Territory: World

BECKY RAY MCCAIN is a mother of three who 
received her MA in special education from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. She and her children 
live in Colorado.

TODD LEONARDO has been a professional illustrator 
for more than twenty years. He holds a degree in 
Graphic Design from San Jose State University, and is 
a San Francisco Bay Area native. Todd lives in California 
with his wife and two children.

Praise for Nobody Knew 
What to Do
“From the very first sentence, the spare text 
allows children to acknowledge their feelings of 
powerlessness in the presence of a bully, even 
if they are not the focus of the intimidating 
behavior.”—School Library Journal

“In this sobering book, McCain offers… 
a way out.”—Booklist

The Three 
Bully Goats
978-0-8075-7900-8
$16.99
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The Alphabet War
A Story about Dyslexia

by DIANE BURTON ROBB 
illustrated by GAIL PIAZZA

When Adam started kindergarten, the teacher 
wanted him to learn about letters. But p 
looked like q, and b looked like d. Follow Adam 
through several years in elementary school as 
he struggles with learning his letters and is 
subsequently diagnosed with dyslexia.

What to Expect:
• A relatable look at dyslexia, a condition that 

affects 1 in 10 Americans
• Long-term scope provides an inspirational 

perspective of learning to overcome 
struggles in school

Janine.
978-0-8075-3754-1 
$16.99

Mr. Worry: A Story 
about OCD
978-0-8075-5182-0 
$16.99

Ian’s Walk: A Story 
about Autism
978-0-8075-3481-6 
$6.99

The Boy Who Said Nonsense 
978-0-8075-5742-6 
$16.99

978-0-8075-0304-1 
$7.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
September 1, 2017 

8 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color Paperback 
Territory: World

DIANE BURTON ROBB lives in Michigan.

GAIL PIAZZA has illustrated more than thirty 
children’s books and countless other projects. She 
lives in Maryland.

Praise for The Alphabet War
“Adam’s experience will inspire and encourage 
many youngsters who find themselves in 
similar predicaments.”—Booklist

“The subject matter is handled with respect 
for his feelings at every stage of the process 
and does not oversimplify or sugarcoat the 
difficulties of dyslexia.”—School Library Journal

Holiday 
Picture 
BooksIllustration by Yee Von Chan 

from Finding Christmas 
See page 17 for more information
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A Homemade 
Together Christmas
978-0-8075-3366-6
$16.99

The Night Before Christmas
978-0-8075-5625-2
$16.99 

Together at Christmas
978-0-8075-8010-3
$15.99

Finding Christmas
by LEZLIE EVANS 
illustrated by YEE VON CHAN

Squirrel, Mouse, and Hare are getting ready 
for Christmas. While Mouse is out looking for 
the perfect gift for Hare, she finds Swallow 
sick in the snow. The three friends bring 
Swallow home and try to nurse the bird back 
to health. Can their Christmas gifts help 
Swallow get well?

What to Expect:
• A sweet picture book that celebrates the 

true meaning of Christmas
• Soft illustrations of adorable animal friends 
• Cozy winter atmosphere captures the 

holiday spirit

978-0-8075-2433-6 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
October 1, 2017 

8 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed 
Hardcover with Matte 
Lamination and Spot UV 
Territory: World

LEZLIE EVANS is an author and an illustrator of 
several children’s books including Can You Greet 

the Whole Wide World?, The Bunnies’ Trip, and The 
Bunnies’ Picnic. She lives in Virginia.

YEE VON CHAN is an illustrator based in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.

978-0-8075-8066-0 
$7.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
September 1, 2017

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages 
Full-Color Paperback 
with Foil 
Territory: World

Trick ARRR Treat
A Pirate Halloween

by LESLIE KIMMELMAN 
illustrated by JORGE MONLONGO

Charlotte Blue-Tongue, Peg-Leg Pete, 
Glass-Eyed Gabby, and their friends 
swashbuckle through the streets 
demanding loot and treasure from their 
neighbors in this Halloween pirate tale. As 
their world transforms from neighborhood 
to pirate’s lagoon, they shout, “We be 
pirates. TRICK ARRR TREAT!” But what’s 
lurking in the shadows? Are the pirates 
brave enough to defend their treasure?

What to Expect:
• A unique pirate-themed Halloween tale 

brings unexpected fun
• A swashbuckling adventure perfect for 

kids whose imaginations run wild

Praise for Trick ARRR Treat
� “Monlongo’s illustrations conjure a cinematic sense 
of theatricality while capturing the visceral excitement 
of fully escaping into character on Halloween.” 
—Publishers Weekly starred review

“A first-choice purchase for a different spin in 
Halloween-themed storytimes”—School Library Journal

978-0-8075-1735-2 
$7.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
September 1, 2017

8 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color Paperback 
Territory: World

Duck for Turkey Day
by JACQUELINE JULES 
illustrated by KATHRYN MITTER

Tuyet can’t wait for Thanksgiving. There’s just one 
problem: her Vietnamese American family is having duck 
for Thanksgiving dinner—not turkey! Kids from families 
with different traditions will enjoy this warm story about 
“the right way” to celebrate an American holiday.

What to Expect:
• A multicultural look at an American holiday
• Different foods highlight multicultural experiences

Praise for Duck for Turkey Day
“A lighthearted reminder about multicultural traditions 
during the holidays”—Publishers Weekly
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978-0-8075-1063-6 
$16.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
November 1, 2017 
10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages 
Full-Color Jacketed Hardcover 
Territory: World

Captain Bling’s 
Christmas Plunder
by REBECCA COLBY 
illustrated by ROB McCLURKAN

Ahoy! Ho! Ho! Ho! Join Captain Bling and his scallywag  
crew in the North Pole! While all the pirates’ sights are set  
on stealing Santa’s precious shimmering toys intended for the 
good little girls and boys, their hearts are soon faced with an 
unusual dilemma. Is stealing festive treasure worth the risk of 
being off Santa’s “nice” list, or are all pirates destined to loot?

What to Expect:
• Hilarious twist on a classic holiday favorite, The Night 

Before Christmas
• Lively, rhyming text ideal for a fun Christmas read-aloud
• Perfect holiday gift for a pirate-loving little one

’Twas the night 
before Christmas 
and all through the 
ship, the pirates 
were planning a 
plundering trip.

REBECCA COLBY lives in North 
Yorkshire, England. In addition to 
writing, she has worked as a  
panty hose inspector, an English 
teacher in Taiwan, a tour director, a 
librarian, and for a Russian comedian.

ROB McCLURKAN grew up in 
Tennessee. Rob is the author of  
Aw, Nuts! and Playdates Rule.

A Pirate’s 
Mother Goose
978-0-8075-6559-9
$16.99

Rudy’s Winter Christmas
978-0-8075-7173-6
$16.99

978-0-8075-7331-0 
$7.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
October 1, 2017

10.75 x 8.5, 32 pages 
Full-Color Paperback 
Territory: World

Shanté Keys and the 
New Year’s Peas
by GAIL PIERNAS-DAVENPORT 
illustrated by MARION ELDRIDGE

Shanté Keys loves New Year’s Day! But 
while Grandma fixed chitlins, baked ham, 
greens, and corn bread, she forgot the 
black-eyed peas! It’ll be bad luck without 
them! This fun New Year’s picture 
book introduces young readers to many 
diverse holiday traditions.

What to Expect:
• A multicultural look at a universal 

holiday
• Culinary-focus makes traditions 

relatable and appealing

Praise for Shanté Keys 
and the New Year’s Peas
“This upbeat story celebrates family, community, and 
multiculturalism, highlighting an African American 
family’s New Year’s food traditions.”—Booklist

“Highly recommended”—Library Media Connection

978-0-8075-7592-5 
$7.99 
Ages 4–8/Grades PreK–3 
October 1, 2017

8 x 10, 32 pages 
Full-Color Paperback 
Territory: World

Squirrel’s New Year’s Resolution
by PAT MILLER 
illustrated by KATHI EMBER

Squirrel knows New Year’s day is the perfect time for 
making resolutions! But what is a resolution? Squirrel 
doesn’t know. She visits her friends in the forest to 
learn about theirs and help them get started. Now 
Squirrel must think of a resolution of her very own.

What to Expect:
• Celebrate New Year’s with a fun introduction to the holiday
• Bright artwork of adorable animal friends

Praise for Squirrel’s New Year’s Resolution
“An excellent book to teach about resolutions in a fun 
way.”—Library Media Connection

CO
VE

R 
N

OT
 F

IN
AL

picture 
book

NEW IN PAPERBACK

NEW IN PAPERBACK

picture 
book

picture 
book

MORE LIKE THIS

Common Core themes  
available on our website

Common Core themes  
available on our website18 19WWW.ALBERTWHITMAN.COM • 800-255-7675      PICTURE BOOKS •• PICTURE BOOKS      WWW.ALBERTWHITMAN.COM • 800-255-7675



Chapter Books 
- and - 

Middle Grade

Cover illustration from Midnight Reynolds 
and the Spectral Transformer 
copyright © by Ayesha Lopez 
See page 22 for more information

JACQUELINE JULES is the author of numerous books 
for children, including Duck for Turkey Day. She is also a 
librarian, teacher, and poet. She won the CYBILS award 
for best short chapter book for the first book in the 
Zapato Power series. She lives in Virginia.

MIGUEL BENÍTEZ likes to describe himself as a “part-time 
daydreamer and a full-time doodler.” He lives in England.

Praise for the Series
”An unusually appealing chapter book“ 
—Kirkus Reviews

”Tailor-made for the chapter book set“ 
—The Horn Book Guide

978-0-8075-9499-5 
$4.99 
Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 
October 1, 2017

5.25 x 7.5, 96 pages 
Black-and-White  
Paperback 
Territory: World

Freddie and his mom are visiting Uncle Jorge in New York 
City! Just before they leave, Mr. Vaslov gives Freddie a new 
pair of zapatos to replace the ones that were getting too 
small. But Freddie worries if his new zapatos will work as 
well as his old ones. Will Freddie be able to save the day 
when Uncle Jorge misplaces an engagement ring in the 
middle of a New York City traffic jam?

What to Expect from This Award-Winning Series:
• Multicultural characters and relatable settings resonate 

with kids
• Action-packed fantasy and adventure story
• Short chapters and cartoon-like illustrations are perfect 

for reluctant readers

Freddie Ramos Rules New York
(Zapato Power Book 6)

by JACQUELINE JULES 
illustrated by MIGUEL BENÍTEZ

One day Freddie Ramos finds a box just for him with zapato power  
inside! Invented by his neighbor, Mr. Vaslov, the shoes give  
Freddie superspeed! Is he ready to become a superhero?

Also Available in This Series:
Freddie Ramos Takes Off (Book 1)
HC 978-0-8075-9480-3 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-9479-7 • $4.99
Freddie Ramos Springs Into Action (Book 2)
PB 978-0-8075-9483-4 • $4.99
Freddie Ramos Zooms to the Rescue (Book 3)
HC 978-08075-9482-7 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-9484-1 • $4.99
Freddie Ramos Makes a Splash (Book 4)
HC 978-0-8075-9485-8 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-9486-5 • $4.99
Freddie Ramos Stomps the Snow (Book 5)
HC 978-0-8075-9487-2 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-9496-4 • $4.99
Freddie Ramos Rules New York (Book 6)
HC 978-0-8075-9497-1 • $14.99
Zapato Power Zoom! Zoom! Super Set: 
Boxed Set #1–3
978-0-8075-9992-1 • $14.99
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Midnight always had a hard time fitting in. So, 
after her family’s latest move, she is surprised 
that Sav and Lucy, resident popular girls, 
invite her into their inner circle. Midnight is 
determined to make this work, even taking a job 
with old Miss Appleby to earn money for Sav’s 
annual ski trip. As it turns out, Midnight and her 
new employer have quite a bit in common—
they were born on Halloween and thus have the 
power to see ghosts and spirits of the dead! 
Miss Appleby has been single-handedly fighting 
ghosts and protecting the town from these 
phantoms, and now she needs Midnight’s 
help. But when Midnight learns more about the 
history of her new town, she starts to wonder 
if she’s fighting on the right side.

CATHERINE HOLT was born in Australia but  
now lives in New Zealand where she writes 
romance, young adult, and middle grade books.  
She has a degree in English and Journalism from 
the University of Queensland.

Midnight Reynolds and 
the Spectral Transformer
(Midnight Reynolds Book 1)
by CATHERINE HOLT

An all-new adventure series that follows Midnight Reynolds, a quirky tween torn 
between keeping up with the in-crowd and saving her town from evil spirits. 

What to Expect from This Series:
• The start of a spooky new adventure series
• Explores relatable tween themes of identity, peer pressure, and overcoming 

middle school fears
• Suspenseful story line with mystery elements will appeal to the most 

reluctant of readers

HARDCOVER
978-0-8075-5125-7 
$14.99 
Jacketed Hardcover with Gloss 
Lamination and Spot Matte 

PAPERBACK 
978-0-8075-5126-4  
$9.99 
Paperback with Gloss 
Lamination and Spot Matte

Ages 9–12/Grades 3–7 
September 1, 2017 
5.5 x 8, 272 pages 
Territory: World
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978-0-8075-6376-2 
$9.99 
Ages 9–12/Grades 3–7 
October 1, 2017

6 x 8, 304 pages 
Full-Color and Black-and-
White Illustrations 
Paperback with Matte 
Lamination and Spot UV 
Territory: World 

Pecos Bill
The Greatest Cowboy of All Time

by JAMES CLOYD BOWMAN 
illustrated by LAURA BANNON
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Bill was just four years old when he fell from 
the family wagon near the Pecos River on the 
western frontier. Accidentally left behind by 
his family, he was raised by coyotes, and he 
didn’t realize he was human until he was fully 
grown. When he did, Pecos Bill returned to 
civilization and used the superhuman powers 
he’d developed during his peculiar upbringing 
to become the best cowboy in the West.

What to Expect:
• A delightful and hilarious book of American 

tall tales
• Features both black-and-white and color 

illustrations from the original edition
• A classic Albert Whitman title, updated and 

reissued for its 80th anniversary of winning 
the Newbery Honor in 1938

JAMES CLOYD BOWMAN was born in Ohio. After 
completing his graduate studies at Harvard, he taught 
English at Iowa State College and later became the 
head of the English department at Northern State 
Teacher’s College in Michigan. He wrote many award-
winning books for children, including The Adventures of 
Paul Bunyan.

LAURA BANNON was born in Michigan. She 
attended the Art Institute of Chicago, where she later 
taught in the children’s art program. She wrote and 
illustrated over thirty books and won the Children’s 
Reading Round Table award for her contribution to 
children’s literature.

The Newbery Honor novel 
is now available again from  
Albert Whitman & Company
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grade
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Kelsey’s dad has a new job and that means a new 
house—on the same property as a castle! Kelsey, 
Becca, and Leo can’t wait to explore, but what they 
find might lead to their most intricate case yet. 
How are an abandoned tree house, a wad of cash, 
a missing heirloom, and a mysterious creature 
roaming the grounds all connected? The Curious 
Cat Spy Club is determined to find out!

At age eleven, LINDA JOY SINGLETON and her best 
friend created their own Curious Cat Spy Club. They even 
rescued three abandoned kittens. Linda was always writing 
as a kid—usually about animals and mysteries. She is now 
the author of more than thirty-five books for children and 
young adults, including YALSA-honored The Seer series and 
the Dead Girl trilogy. She lives in California.

The Secret of the Shadow Bandit
(The Curious Cat Spy Club Book 4)

978-0-8075-1387-3 
$9.99 
Ages 9–12/Grades 3–7 
October 1, 2017

5.5 x 8, 296 pages 
Jacketed Hardcover 
with Spot Matte 
Territory: World

by LINDA JOY SINGLETON

Kelsey, Becca, and Leo have nothing in common—until they rescue  
three kittens and form the Curious Cat Spy Club. Now they solve  

animal mysteries with cool spy tech and sleuth savvy. 

What to Expect from This Series:
• Exciting, action-packed adventures perfect for tweens
• Unique animal-centric mysteries
• Encourages friendship and working together
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Also Available in This Series:
The Curious Cat Spy Club (Book 1)
HC 978-0-8075-1376-7 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-1382-8 • $9.99
The Mystery of the Zorse’s Mask (Book 2)
HC 978-0-8075-1378-1 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-1383-5 • $9.99
Kelsey the Spy (Book 3)
HC 978-0-8075-1380-4 • $14.99 || PB 978-0-8075-1384-2 • $9.99
The Secret of the Shadow Bandit (Book 4)
HC 978-0-8075-1385-9 • $14.99

The Curious Cat Spy Club 
Super Sleuth Set
by LINDA JOY SINGLETON

Penelope Tredwell’s  
Compendium of Strange  
and Macabre Mysteries
by CHRISTOPHER EDGE

978-0-8075-1391-0 
$24.99 
Ages 9–12/Grades 3–7 
October 1, 2017

5.55 x 8.1 x 2.32 
Boxed Set 
Territory: World

978-0-8075-9990-7 
$24.99 
Ages 9–12/Grades 3–7 
September 1, 2017

5.55 x 8.1 x 2.26 
Boxed Set 
Territory: US,  
US Territories, Canada

The first three CCSC books in one adorable 
collection! Spy-savvy Kelsey Case, animal expert 
Becca Morales, and geek genius Leo Polanski have 
nothing in common. But when they happen to find 
three abandoned kittens tossed into a dumpster, they 
vow to solve the crime together. And the Curious 
Cat Spy Club is born! Catch up on the club’s first 
three adventures as they volunteer, spy, and solve 
mysteries—all in the name of helping animals. 
Includes The Curious Cat Spy Club, The Mystery of 
the Zorse’s Mask, and Kelsey the Spy.

Praise for the Series:
“Definitely for the animal-lover, and the Scooby-Doo 
vibe makes it a perfect fit for the budding mystery 
fan.”—Booklist on The Curious Cat Spy Club

Praise for the Series
� “Edge has created an excellent mystery.” 
—Booklist starred review of Twelve Minutes  
to Midnight

Penelope Tredwell is the feisty thirteen-year-old 
orphan heiress of Victorian Britain’s bestselling 
magazine, the Penny Dreadful. Her spine-chilling 
tales—concealed under the pen name Montgomery 
Flinch—are gripping the public. Readers will love 
this atmospheric mystery series. Includes Twelve 
Minutes to Midnight, The Black Crow Conspiracy, 
and Shadows of the Silver Screen.

middle
grade

middle
grade

middle
grade

Common Core themes  
available on our website

Common Core themes  
available on our website24 25WWW.ALBERTWHITMAN.COM • 800-255-7675      BOXED SETS •• MIDDLE GRADE      WWW.ALBERTWHITMAN.COM • 800-255-7675



Boxed Sets Make Perfect Gifts!

Urgency Emergency! Four 
Adventures Coming Through!
978-0-8075-9991-4 • $19.99 
6 x 9.125 x 0.7 • Ages 4–8/Grades P–3

Includes:
• 4 paperback books: Little Elephant’s Blocked Trunk,  

Itsy Bitsy Spider, Big Bad Wolf, Humpty’s Fall
• 1 sticker sheet with 100+ stickers 

Lulu’s Animal Adventures
978-0-8075-9988-4 • $24.99 
5.375 x 8 x 2 • Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 

Includes:
• Carrying case with handle
• 6 paperback books: Lulu and the Duck in the Park, Lulu 

and the Dog from the Sea, Lulu and the Cat in the Bag, 
Lulu and the Rabbit Next Door, Lulu and the Hedgehog 
in the Rain, Lulu and the Hamster in the Night

• 1 sticker sheet with 75+ stickers 

Zapato Power: Zoom! Zoom! 
Super Set
978-0-8075-9992-1 • $14.99 
5.375 x 7.625 x 1 • Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 

Includes:
• 3 paperback books: Freddie Ramos Takes 

Off, Freddie Ramos Springs into Action, 
Freddie Ramos Zooms to the Rescue

• 1 sticker sheet with 100+ stickers

The Buddy Files: The Case 
of the Three Mysteries 
978-0-8075-9987-7 • $15.99 
5.6 x 8.125 x 1.625 • Ages 7–10/Grades 1–5 

Includes:
• 3 paperback books: The Case of the 

Lost Boy, The Case of the Mixed-Up 
Mutts, The Case of the Missing Family

• 1 journal
• 1 sticker sheet with 56 stickers

AW TEEN

Cover art from Glow 
Copyright © 2016 by Francesca Resta 

See page 30 for more information



As Kai and I walked through the streets, he would occasionally pause and 
casually name whatever we were standing next to or looking at. He was teaching 
me German: some of the words I knew, and others I didn’t. But the language 
lesson meant no sense, unless he believed I’d need to know these words 
because I’d be staying long enough, and I dismissed that thought immediately. 
The chances of me walking around alone were about as low as my chances of 
learning to spell freundschaftsbezeigungen.

“What’s the point?” I finally asked him, stopping in the street. “Of going on. If 
it was an accident that I’m here, and you don’t know how to send me back, then 
what’s the point?”

He gestured with his hand. “Come on.”
We turned a corner and stopped immediately, my heart clutching my throat 

with clawed fingers. The Wall. The Berlin Wall. Thin and concrete, razor wire in 
big lazy loops on the top of it.

“This isn’t…” I managed to say before I swallowed and tried again. “This isn’t 
how I thought it’d look.”

Kai spoke right against my ear, the words for me and me alone. “There’s this 
wall, then bare land for meters until the Berlin Wall. We call the middle land the 
death zone. There are few ways to leave here, but the balloons offer a chance to 
the most at-risk people.”

Guards everywhere, and cars waiting in a long line to pass through the 
checkpoint. Police patrolled the area, their olive-green uniforms making me 
shake a little bit. Don’t get caught. Can’t get caught. Kai’s hand settled on my 
back and I jumped, nearly bursting into tears from adrenaline that couldn’t spike 
any higher in my body.

His lips nearly brushed my ear, and his breath was warmer than the wool 
around my throat. I closed my eyes. “We live in a prison. We help people escape 
to the West, to freedom. We are helpers. And, Ellie, so help me, we’re going to 
get you home.”

Home is a fantasy, he’d said, but he kept promising to get me home. I didn’t 
know which words to trust, where to place my faith, and it took me a few 
minutes to compose myself. I made myself look at the Wall, the same way I 
made myself look at memorials. Bear witness, we always said, and here I bore 
witness not to the memorial but to the Wall in real life.

THE GIRL WITH 
THE RED BALLOON
(The Balloonmakers Book 1)

KATHERINE LOCKE lives in a very small town 
outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with her 
feline overlords. In addition to fiction, she writes 
about books and reading and has contributed to The 
Forward, The GayYA, and other sites. This is her first 
young adult novel. 

Sixteen-year-old Ellie Baum feels the weight 
of history on her when she arrives in Berlin. 
After all, she’s the first member of her family 
to return since her grandfather’s miraculous 
escape from a death camp in 1942. When Ellie 
is at the Berlin Wall Memorial she reaches out 
to grab a balloon…and the next moment she’s 
yanked back through time. It’s 1988, and Ellie 
is in East Berlin. The wall is still standing.

Ellie meets members of an underground 
guild—the Runners and the Balloonmakers—
who use magical balloons to help people 
escape over the wall. As Ellie and Kai, a 
Runner, evade the police in secret hideouts, 
they slowly uncover the truth about Ellie’s 
grandfather, the person who helped him years 
ago, and a plot to alter history with dark magic. 
Now Ellie must risk everything—including her 
own way home—to stop the deadly plans.

T he Ba�oonmakers
by KATHERINE LOCKE

A world transformed by the forces of history and magic

HARDCOVER
978-0-8075-2933-1 
$16.99 
Jacketed Hardcover with Gloss 
Lamination and Spot Matte

PAPERBACK 
978-0-8075-2937-9  
$9.99 
Paperback with Gloss 
Lamination and Spot Matte

Ages 13–up/Grades 8–up 
September 1, 2017 
5.5 x 8.25, 288 pages 
Territory: World

What to Expect from This Series:
• First in a historical fantasy series set in underexplored times and places
• Electric time-travel and magic explore the big “what-ifs” of fate, mystery, and power
• Fast-paced plot complete with an enthralling romance
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When thrift-store aficionado Julie discovers 
a series of antique paintings with hidden 
glowing images that are only visible in the 
dark, she wants to learn more about the 
artist. In her search, she uncovers a century-
old romance and the haunting true story of 
the Radium Girls, young women who used 
radioactive paint to make the world’s first 
glow-in-the-dark products—and ultimately 
became radioactive themselves. As Julie’s 
obsession with the paintings mounts, truths 
about the Radium Girls—and her own 
complicated relationships—are revealed. But 
will she uncover the truth about the luminous 
paintings before putting herself and everyone 
she loves at risk?

What to Expect:
• Set in a little-known moment of history  

and explores the astonishing story of the 
Radium Girls

• Alternating contemporary narrative contains 
a page-turning plot about secrets, obsession, 
and self-determination

• Coincides with the 100-year anniversary of 
the radium dial factory opening

A contemporary teen 
uncovers the story of 
the Radium Girls

MEGAN E. BRYANT has written dozens of books for 
kids and young adults. She lives in North Carolina and 
teaches writing at Salem College.

GLOW
by MEGAN E. BRYANT

Of Better Blood
978-0-8075-4774-8
$16.99
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978-0-8075-2963-8 
$16.99 
Ages 13–up/Grades 8–up 
September 1, 2017

5.5 x 8.25, 272 pages 
Jacketed Hardcover with Gloss 
Lamination and Spot Matte 
Territory: World

I reached for the tarnished handle and eased open the door. Unlike in the open, 
ethereal workroom, the air in here was close and confining. There was a deeper 
sense of something…bad. A thing that could not be spoken or known, just 
sensed in ways that were both intuitive and untrustworthy.

What happened here? I wondered.
I had no proof that something had gone wrong. There was nothing overt to 

make me feel so alarmed. So I steadied myself and continued to observe. A 
long bench, bolted to the floor just like the tables, ran through the middle of the 
room. Against the wall stood a tiny sink with a splotched mirror hanging over it. 
Was this a storage room—or maybe a break room?

My footsteps made no noise as I explored the room, peeking into each 
compartment. Nothing had been left behind, of course—or if it had, it was 
looted long ago—but it would’ve been stupid not to check. I tried to imagine 
what it would’ve been like to work here; how I would’ve walked into this room 
every morning.

Here’s where I would hang my coat, I thought. And here’s where I would stash 
my bag. I crossed the room to the sink. And here’s where I would wash my hands.

I reached for the faucet handle, which was cold in my hand as I tried to turn it. 
I didn’t expect anything to happen when suddenly a tremor rushed through the 
pipes, followed by a rattling howl deep within the walls. A spurt of brown sludge 
burst from the tap, startling me so much that I jumped—

And glimpsed a glowing face watching me from the mirror.
I would’ve screamed, but shock closed my throat. I would’ve run, but terror froze 

my legs. The seconds were impenetrable—that face, her eyes wide with fear, her 
features incandescent as they cast haunting shadows over the rest of her—

Then, in a jolt of understanding, I recognized that face.
The girl in the mirror was me.
I laughed, a loud bark of relief and embarrassment, and so did my reflection. 

This is what happens when you stop being objective, I scolded myself. But 
a smaller, stronger part of me disagreed. Losing my objectivity, even for the 
briefest of moments, made it personal. Made it real. Now I knew—I knew—
they were all connected: the paintings and the diary and the love note and this 
old, hollow place that was both empty and full, reverberating with history and 
memory and secrets I was determined to learn.
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